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A VOICE OF WARNING. 


to ish and proclaim what they thought necessary to warn mankind of their 
mortality, and them how to be for eternity; so we also feel obligated 
to publish to the world a plan of salvation, by which mankind may the wrath 


the mind and will of a we assert that what we would here communicate as the 
plan of salvation, is not of the flesh, nor of man, but of the will of God—that it 
is true—the only true. 

y make light of the judgments and 
your sentence while we plead our cause, and prove the truth of what we have 


to dail forth the attention and earnest solicitade of all li g so much as that of 
salvation, or the preparation of man while in this earthly tabernacle for the world 
beyond the grave. And most assuredly that system which can throw most light 
upon the n future, and which proves itself the best adapted to fit us for the 
same, ought to have the greatest claim upon our attention. | 

But again, were we about to leave the place of our nativity to seek for our future 
residence in some foreign clime, we should certainly be anxious to become acquainted 
with the same, — am how we should render ourselves fitted to secure, when 
there, the amount of iness. And more than this, we should rationally 
conclude information from the inhabitants of that land, from those who long 
had dwelt there, would be most calculated to enable us to prepare ourselves for the 
— — — 

in ion to world to come, to our or 
change that awaiteth all mankind. 

Be not then surprised when we state, that what we have to reveal of eternal 
things, and of the preparation necessary to enter thereon, is not of man, the stran- 
— ade the mere dweller on this earth; but that it is of God, that it is 

direct revelations from the eternal world, and you will no longer wonder that 
shall addressing professors of religion, 
e ves, generall » as essors 
or at least — th the o and new testaments, which obtains in 
christendom as the acknowleged word of God. And as to the sceptic in religious 
matters, we fear not his criticism if aman of truth and of integrity, for there is 
that in the glorious system of salvation which commends itself to the judgment of 


honest 
| of truth, that mankind are fallen 
and aro in state of God: that Satan ruleth in the 
the children of disobedience, that he is the prince of this world, and j 
have been long subject to his dominion. | | 


— — — — 


| 
INASMUCH as many in different and especially in modern times, have seen fit 
ighty God, and have an inheritance hereafter — e san . 
And while many addresses, though containing much truth, have been mixed up 
with error the dictation of man’s wisdom, and the result of his 7 of 
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Let us now consider what God hath done to deliver man from the thraldom of 
Satan, and to restore him to his favour and family. In the first place he hath sent 
his Son, the only-begotten of the Father into the world, in the likeness of man, to 
die—to redeem mankind from the consequences of sin; he was made subject unto 
death and the grave, but he hath burst the bonds of the tomb, hath trium over 
death, and hath ascended upon high to his Father’s right hand, and hath thus made 
a way of escape for all who will walk in his footsteps. 

Let us now consider the path he chose, and the p and commandments 
which he hath given. We find that before the commencement of his public career 
as a teacher of men, that he sought out the great forerunner (whom the Father 

inted to go before him, to testimony of him, as the Lamb of God that 

eth away the sins of the world) in order that he might be baptized of him 

in Jordan, by which act he might make manifest to all, necessity of fulfilling 
all righteousness. 

And here let us observe minutely what transpired on that memorable occasion. 
On his application to John for baptism, the prophet hesitated to administer the 
ordinance unto him, exclaiming that he —— rather to be — of the 
Saviour; but on his declaration that it became him to fulfil all ri of 
which the act of — was a portion, he suffered him to be baptized. 

What a lesson is here given to the self-righteous, whose estimation of their own 
holiness justifies them in the rejection of the plain commandments of God. If 
the Son of Man, who was without sin, saw it necessary to render obedience unto 
the ordinance of baptism, how much more the necessity of its observance by the 
holiest and purest amongst mankind. 

But further let us examine what were the principles whivh his immediate followers 
were taught to lay before mankind, and see if they were not in strict accordance 
with the example of their Great Master. 

But we would first remark that, on the Saviour coming up out of the water, the 
heavens were opened, and John saw the Spirit of God descen like a dove and 
lighting upon him. Thus was the Saviour confirmed with the Holy Ghost by the 

ather himself, there being no one holding the keys to administer in that holy 
ordinance, while with his own voice he — 12 Saviour as his beloved Son, 
in whom he was well pleased. 

Here then we find the intimate connexion between the ordinance of baptism and 
the acknowledgment of the Father of the relationship of such as are in sincerity 
W K rem udged aright in regard to th ho follow the 

ut in order we ma j to those who follow 
Saviour in this matter, 2 — his teachings and those of the 
ö We must here direct the reader to the third chapter of 
ohn’s Gospel, relative to the teachings of the Sagjour to Nicodemus. And we 
would we were able to convince all who read, of the weight and importance 

thereof. The declaration of Jesus to this ruler of the — was, that 
must be born again, and that we must be born of w and of the Spirit, i 
to enter into kingdom of God. And that this birth was not devi 
the flesh, but of the Spirit; for all mankind had been born 
fiesh, but that this birth of the Spirit was of necessity g 


i 


alienated condition of mankind. is also beauti illustrated by 

apostle John, in the first chapter of his gospel, where he declares that Ch 

came unto his own, but his own received him not, but as many as received him, 
even 


to them — he power (or the privilege) to become the — of 
to them believe on his name. And that this privilege was attained by a 
birth not after the will of the flesh, but we would rather thereto, 
as too humiliating ; neither was it devised by the will of man, but of God. And 
here let us reflect for a moment, ere we proceed further. Has God so loved 
world as to give his only otten Son to die for us; and has the Saviour willing! 
jesced to the decrees of his Father whatever sufferings it might involve; — 
man lightly treat this law of adoption, and rejecting the counsel of God 
oe game eta to the teachings of man, who will tell him it is of 
no av 
In the last chapter of the gospel by Luke, we have a narrative of an affecting 
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interview between the Saviour and his disciples (after his resurrection) when he 
| their understandings that they might understand the scriptures, and see that 

things must be fulfilled that were written in the Prophets and in the Psalms 
concerning him; that it was written of him—and that it behoved him to suffer and 
to rise „ and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his 
name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem; but in connexion with this declar- 
were endued 
with power from on high, by the reception of the spirit, the ise of the Father. 
Let us now examine how these servants of the Lord fulfilled the mandate of their 
master who led them out as far as Bethany, and was —— from them and carried 
up into heaven. We find that they returned to Jerusalem with — joy, and were 
continually in the Temple, praising and — God. And when the day of Pentecost 
was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place, looking for the expected 
blessing, when suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled all she house where they were sitting, and there ap unto 
them cloven tongues, like as of fire, and sat upon each of them, and they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to s with other tongues as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. In contemplating the economy of redemption how many 
things even from our familiarity with the scriptures are we apt to overlook; for 
instanee, the necessity of being called, ordained, and qualified by authority and 

wer from on high in order to go forth and proclaim the gospel of salvation; yet 

w different from the qualifications deemed necessary in modern times. 

Nr the first manifestation of the outpouring of the Spirit upon these men of 
the gift of tongues, a subject too frequently of ridicule amongst modern 
ut to resume our subject after this di ion, let us consider that these 
men so qualified, so endowed, and under the influence of such a teacher as the 
Spirit of God, would go forth at least to speak the plain unvarnished truth, and 
teach mankind the great means by which they might be saved. 

It cannot be supposed that they would use indefinite or evasive language, which 
men could by no means understand, and which should cause mankind to dispute 
and quarrel for ages about its meaning, unless it arose from their own desire to 
pervert truth; but on the 8 impressed with the responsibility of their bigh 
calling as ambassadors of Christ, they would seek to use the language of simplicity, 
and knowing too the true position of the people, they would direct them to those 
— for them to attend to, in order to be introduced into the kingdom 
0 


Behold them, then, on the day of Pentecost, after bearing a faithful testimony 
to Jesus of Nazareth, whom the people had crucified, being both Lord and Christ, 
directing the ——s multitude what they must do to obtain remission of sins 
and the gift of the Holy Ghost ;—and what was it? In reply to the important 
question, “ Men and b n, what shall we do?“ We find this answer given, 
“ Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 

Shall man, then, we ask, ever presume to give any other reply to the same ques- 


tion ? or, shall they intimate that the apostles, under the immediate inspiration of 
the Spirit of God, would err in their answer? | 
Here, then, is the great secret of adoption into the kingdom of God :— 


here is the birth not of flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And 
how aptly adapted for the consideration of fallen nature, laden with sin, 
and desirous to be relieved therefrom, and enter into the kingdom of God, 
—called upon to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 
of sins, thus acknowledging him, as the Father acknowledges him, as the 
atoning Saviour of the world, following his footsteps in this holy ordinance and 
confessing the power of his name. But the remission of sins alone was not all 
that was promised on obedience, but that they should receive the gift of the Holy 
— the Spirit of God. And here commences the new life of the servant of the 

By baptism, in the name of Jesus Christ, obtaining remission of sins, and arising 
from the watery tomb to imbibe the spirit of God, — be thus quickened into new 
creatures under its life-giving and purifying influence. . 

R 
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a few reflections on the reception of the Spirit of God; what must be the result of 
being in possession of such an in-dwelling monitor? Must it not excite to purity, 
to virtue, and to holiness? Must it not bring intelligence and knowledge to the 
understandings of the happy recipients thereof? And is it not evident to all, that 
without it we never can become the children of God ? 

Even as by our natural birth we became the sons or daughters of our earthly 
— so, by being born of water and of the Spirit, we become the children of 


But one word with regard to how the Hely Ghost was communicated to those 
that were ized for the remission of sins; it was not by the heavens being opened, 
and the Spirit descending like a dove, as at the baptism of Christ: neither was it 
as when the apostles were assembled on the day of Pentecost; but the Saviour 
having delegated the power and authority which he unto his followers, it 
was communicated by the laying on of the hands of the same. 

Thus we find in the eighth chapter of Acts, when Philip had gone down to 
Samaria, and when many believed and were baptized—both men and women—the 

es, Peter and John, were sent unto them, and they laid their hands upon 

„ and they received the Holy Ghost. So, also, we read in the nineteenth 

of the same, when the disciples were baptized in he name of Jesus Christ, 

Paul laid his hands upon them, and the Holy Ghost came upon them, and they 
spake in tongues and prophesied. 

Thus, then, were the Saints of old confirmed, and their membership ratified by 
the laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

But now let us inquire what were the results of this gift, and how it was mani- 
fested amongst those who thus entered into covenant with God. 

The declaration of the Saviour, when giving his commission unto his disciples, 
the commission to go and preach the gospel to every creature (as recorded in the 
last chapter of — was that, he that believed and was i should be 
saved, but he that would not believe should be damned. And these signs should 
follow them that believe: “In my name,” said the Saviour, “ they shall cast out 
devils; they we oh with new tongues; they shall take up nts; and if 
they drink any d thing it shall not hurt them; they shall lay their hands on 
the sick and they shall recover.” 

Here are glorious evidences promised of the enjoyment of the gift of the — 
Ghost, and do we not find them realized? The apostles and others were endu 
with these powers, as it was manifested on the day of Pentecost, and through 


their subsequent career, as almost every | page of the Acts of the A bears 
testimony. But again, the — Paul reasons with the Oorinthi in the 
twelfth chapter of his first epistle, on the necessity of these gifts and r 
in the church, and that they were all needful, as-qualifications of the di t 


members of the body of Christ, in order that it might be perfect and complete. 
And more than this: let us a little further contemplate the position of the church 
of Christ inthat day. They had the heavens opened unto them, they received 
knowledge and instruction by the voice of the Spirit, by the ministering of angels, 
y the Spirit of i by the gift of tongues, and of interpretation, even as it 
eased their heavenly Father to grant them; and with so glorious a means of intel- 
— who can doubt that they were not fitted to enter upon eternal things. 
Such as we have written, though very imperfectly, was the religion established 
by Jesus Christ and his apostles, and enj by the christians of that day, and such 
it is at present. c 

Not resting upon the theories and systems of men, but on immediate and divine 
revelation for its origin, its ordinances, and precepts, and for the glorious hopes 
which it inspires of ings. | 

Reader, we feel only to have entered upon the threshold of a great and all-im- 
portant subject to the eternal interests of all mankind. 

We have endeavoured to consider the true condition of man in his natural state, 
and what God has effected for hig redemption and restoration, and how he is to 
realize the — — ma and, we now exhort our readers, for a short 
time to lay aside the precepts and teachings of men, and, inasmuch as they believe 
im the scriptures, to search and examine, and see if these things be not so. 
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We cannot close this subject as one that is merel oe „or guessing at 
to make known the great work of God, we ask you that — and they that hear, 
to hearken diligently to these things; and asking God for wisdom, to go forth and 
render the obedience of faith, and prove God for 1 and the power of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, warning you that the end is nigh, when the systems of 
men shall be overthrown, and the judgments of God be poured out upon the 
nations of the earth. 

We have headed these remarks as a Voice of Warning, and as such they will 
prove, ing with them a savour of life unto life, or of death unto death, unto 
all that hear . God will not be mocked, neither will he be held in derision 
with impunity, and they that receive whom he hath sent, receive him, while they 
that reject them, reject him. 

The Lord is merciful and slow to anger, but his spirit will not always strive 
with man,—his t purposes must be accomplished,—his people must be gathered 
and Zion be established, and blessed shall they be who listen to the warning voice, 
and flee fér refuge to the hope set before them in the gospel. 

We are fully aware that in the eee er remarks we have treated only of the 
grand introductory principles connected with the kingdom of God, and that there 
are a great variety of subjects in connexion with the work of the Lord, in the last 
days, of great interest. 

t is, therefore, more than probable that, as time and other engagements will 
— we may follow this with a statement of the origin and coming forth of the 
ook of Mormon, as also, the great subject of the Gathering of the Saints in the 
Last Days, and the Coming of the Son of Man, &c. 1 
DITOR. 


THE VOICE OF PROPHECY, 
BY THE REY. CHARLES WILLIAMS. 


Truth is strange, 
Stranger than fiction. 
(Concluded from owr last.) | 

Having at reached Sapha, the procession stopped. From that noble emi. 
nence the eye ds an extensive and delightful scene. Industry has triumphed 
over every physical disadvantage, and covered the lime-stone rocks and stony vallies 
of Judea 2 plantations of figs, vines, and olives. For ages the whole 
surface of the hills has been ov with gardens, rich in all that is beautiful, 
fragrant, and delicious; and even the most sterile mountains have had soil accumu- 
lated on their sides, and rival the most promising spots in the abundance of their 

uce. At the foot of heights which terminate for a 2 & mountainous tract, 
ichem luxuriantly embosomed in the most delightful and fragrant bow 
and partially concealed by the stately trees which encompass the bold and beauti 
valley, from which arises this metropolis of an extensive country. ond this, 
Thabor raises its head, lofty and alone, from one side of the — plain of Esdraelon, 
the frequent encampment of Arabs, whose tents and pavilions of all colours, sur- 
by horses and camels, some in square battalions, others in ci troops, 
— in lines, present a spectacle resembling a vast army, or the siege 

a city. 

2 thus imposing, the eyes of Jaddua and those around him were 
now diverted by different objects. Already could they discern the troops of the 
all-conquering ian, who, with their leader, anticipated a slaughter like 
that in which their hands had just been imbrued. Every heart was impelled by 
the same feeling—a hatred bitter as death swallowed up all other emotions, and the 
thirst of wolves or of tigers seemed likely to be slaked only by a lake of blood. 

Alexander, observing the ion of the Jéws, dismounted, and advanced 
the front of his troops; but amid the astonishment, dismay, and dispair of 
legions, he no sooner recognized the High Priest by his magnificent dress and the 


| 
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sacred name on his brow than he fell at his feet in profound homage, and, then, 
rising from the earth, saluted him with the deepest veneration. 
Indignant at this act of submission, Parmenio exclaimed, “ Does the sovereign, 
whom all adore, thus yield what it is his universally to claim ?” 
“ Knowest thou then,” replied the monarch, “the object of this reverence?” — 
Surely,” rejoined the favourite, “this Jewish Priest is he.” 
He is not, Parmenio,” said Alexander,—*‘ thou hast yet to know that when I 
was at Dia, my mind fixed on the Persian war, and revolving the means for the 
uest of Asia, this venerable man, thus attired, appeared to mein a dream, 
me to banish fear and to cross the Hellespont, and declared that God would 
march at the head of my legions and grant mea splendid triumph. I therefore 
adore the Divinity in the person of his priest.” 
Having given this reply, Alexander embraced Juddua and all his brethren, and 
—— in the midst of them towards Jerusalem; while, as they advanced, the 
gh Priest could not restrain the glowing language of his ardent spirit, resem- 
bling that which fell in after days: 


Behold the temple, 

In undisturbed and lone serenity, 

Finding itself a solemn sanctuary 

In the profound of Heaven! It stands before us 
A mount of suns, fretted with golden pinnacles, 

The very sun, as though he worshipped there, 

Lingers upon the gilded cedar roof, 

And down the long and branching porticos, 

On every flowery sculptured capital 

Glitters the homage of his parting beam. 


Alexander felt the appeal; and as soon as the sacred edifice was entered, he in- 

how he could present an acceptable offering; the delighted priest directed 

to the ritual of Moses, and that day the holocausts of the Macedonian were 
consumed on Jehovah’s altar. 

No sooner was the last sacrifice presented, than Jaddua took the sacred rolls from 
the golden ark, whose tissued curtains hid them asin a sanctuary, from every casual 
eye, exclaiming, “‘ There are other visions, O, king, than that of Dia ;—visions 
which or d ask a steady gaze to reward him who looks with heaven’s own beams.” 

“To whom were they given?’ asked Alexander, whose romantic spirit instantly 
lighted up his — marked countenance with a lively expectation. 

“To one of Israel's seers,” replied the priest, Daniel by name; he beheld them 
in the splendid of Shusan; and as fe trod the flowery banks of Ulai’s river.” 

“Command him then instantly to appear,” cried Alexander, “ and let him tell 


“ Thou canst not upon him,” said Jaddua, “the holy prophet of the Lord 
rests in peace: his ashes are in Babylon, but his spirit delights iteclf in the presence 
of God, with Abraham, and Moses, and all redeemed of Israel :—But in 
this roll, immaculate and incomparable, he has traced them all with a hand as un 
erring as his lips.” 

How knowest thou this? inquired the Macedonian. 

“The dew of heaven cannot bless one spot with fertility and curse another with 
barrenness,” said the priest, neither can he to whom God gives the words of truth 
write or utter falsehoods. Daniel was a prophet highly favoured. When Nebuc- 
hadnezzar, Assyria’s monarch, had a dream, which departed from him in the 
confusion of his mind, and the astrologers, soothsayers, and magicians of his 
court, though threatened with death in case of failure, could not reveal it, Daniel, 


against the candlestick, u the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace, some 
words in letters of light; but none could ——— them, till Daniel read in them 
the the idolatrous prince, for his in on, the satrap’s 
scarlet robe, the chain of purest gold, and the dignity of third ruler in Chaldea’s 


at that time, one of the children of the captivity, described all he had beheld ; and 
was raised as his reward to honour and dominion. When, too, Belshazzar was 
1 with a thousand of his lords, a _ hand came forth and wrote over 
a 
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realm. Besides, an came to him, even Gabriel, chief of the heavenly hosta, 
and revealed all that should take place in the latter days; and if ”—— 

„Enough enough!” said Alexander, hastily, “I'll hear thy oracle.” 

He looked,” resumed Jaddua, on a stormy and tempestuous sea, the sign of 
a world of strife, and from it four beasts arose. The first was like a lion, having 

le’s wings,—but its wings were soon plucked.” —— 

6 Of what was this the symbol?“ asked Alexander. 

Of the kingdom of Babylon,” replied the priest, whose conquests were rapid 
as the eagle’s flight when hastening to its prey: the spirit and arms of Nebuchad- 
nezzar raised it to the pinnacle of its glory in a few short years; but when this 

hecy was uttered its mighty 75 — were tearing away its power as the 
feathers are torn from the wings of a bird. The second beast was like a bear— 
the emblem of a proud, haughty, vindictive, cruel race.—” 23 
„Ahl I Medes and Persians—the revellers in blood, —shouted the 
elated Macedonian. 

“ The same,” rejoined the priest, but mark !|—the third beast was like a 
ha four heads, on its back were the wings of a fowl, and to it was given 
dominioh—thus denoting one of little stature but great courage, whose triumphs 
accumulate as the wind heaps up the sand of the desert, or as the cloud, like a 
man’s hand, gathers the vapours from every quarter when it has arrived near the 
zenith, till they — — the sky ;—and who will yet combat with a mighty king 
and compel him to lick the dust—one—” 

„Alexander is the leopard and Darius is his prey,” said the monarch; “but has 
the seer other signs ? 

% He has,” answered Juddua, Daniel beheld, in vision, a ram which pushed 
westward, and northward, and southward, so that no beast could stand before it ; 
and this, the angel declared, was the type of the Medes and Persians, who urged 
their conquests to the Aigean Sea, and the bounds of Asia in the west, subdued 
the Armenians and Cappadocians in the north, and conquered Egypt in the south; 
but a he-goat came from the west, having a notable horn between its eyes—and 


“ A he-goat say you, priest? inquired the monarch, with great eagerness,—“ a 
—— is the wes da of the Macedonians! Was not Caranus, going with a 
multitude of Greq to seek a new abode, required by the oracle to take the goats 
for his guide? Did he not follow a herd, flying from a violent storm, to Edessa? 
Did he not fix there his seat—make the goats his standards—and call his people 
Ageadæ, and his city ge, after their name? And is not Roxana’s son 
Alexander igus? But the horn—what means the horn?“ 

It is the sign of the king of Macedon,” answered Jaddua, “ who is de- 
scribed as contending with the goat.” 

“He did so,” interrupted the monarch, “at the Granicus, and tore from his 
rp the richest trophies! Did he not defeat him again in the narrow passes of 

a not tear the crown from his head, and break the staff of his 
power 

“ He will,” replied the priest, as he rolled up the record, and covered it with its 

and golden-fringed mantle; but as he was about to replace it in the ark, 

exander asked if all the prophet wrote was told. As the question could not be 

evaded, Jaddua said that, “the horn of the goat should soon be broken off, and 
that four other horns should rise in its * 

The declaration cast no shade over the monarch’s brow, for his eye gloated on 
the dazzling honours now within his- grasp. He saw Darius as vainly contending 
with his power as the dove does with the eagle by whose talons it is clutched—the 
bright glory of the Persians appeared rising on that of his own empire, like another 
sun on the effulgent radiance of noon—ardent and urous exclamations broke 
upon his ear—the treasures of the world seemed out before him, as from a 
vast cornucopia, and countless millions to do homage at his feet. 

Tearing himself, at length, from the dazzling vision which absorbed his whole 
soul, he exclaimed, “ Venerable priest of the Jews, had thy prophet lived, on him 
I had showered gifts worthy of him to receive and — — he rises 
aloft among seers as thou dost among thy people—as thy temple does among their 


| 
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— but I can reward thee for his sake, as well as for thine own—what wilt 


„King of Macedon,” replied Jaddua, “ accustomed as the Jews are to eat the 


60 shall not! but when Alexander 
silent—the earth that has the 


will have fallen: —it is, that the Jews who live in ylon and 
ia, may observe their own laws, which make them differ from all 2 

At the assurance of perfect li in these and of its extension to all Jews 
who might choose to range themselves under the banners of Macedon, the spacious 
chamber — — without soon caught the 
tidings—the sackbut, „an ve forth their sounds rapturous ac- 
clamations were pec — hill hill_-ond, as the monarch left Jerusalem, 
flowers were strewed in his path—all the music of the city was tasked to do him 


augmented by numbers of the Jews, looked like a dark speck on the horizon, and 


TRANSATLANTIC ANTIQUITIES. 
For there is nothing covered that shall not be revealed; neither hid that shall not be 


— ea operations of the ogist, or the explorations of the 
an uary, are welcome to saint of God. — —ũ——3ũĩ—2— —ü—ñ—äꝙ— 


great and final day. 


The wisdom of modern divines supposes that if the Lord, verily, in the last days 


had a prophet on the earth, that he must necessarily be of the class of the learned, 
the the scholastic; and that all writings emanating from such a one, 
totally that whomsoever the Lord employs, would act in — 

sincerity as many of his servants in ages past, he would use the 


at his command without affecting that of which he was not capable. 
opinion obtains, but one certainly most erroneous, which is, that 


— impression is, that if holy men as of old were 
eir 


FE 
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possibly he a ter mistake—the learned, the ri 
for religion, would be the first to to the death. | 
work of God in the last —5.— 


4 
4 


— 


What then are they ?” inquired the joyous monarch. 

„ Once ee the priest answered, “ the Jews, according to the law 
of Moses, do not till their ground, and therefore reap not the golden fruits of the 
harvest, and yet for that year py tribute.” 

wishes to bestow, those who ask need not 
former needs the latter rain.” 

Let then, gracious monarch,” said Jaddua, one more favour be granted, and 
nonour—thousands on thousands pressec rly around his chariot—the very chi 
dren 5 his name, and the on followed | hin until the dense mass of his — 

en 

All revelations of truth of hate T nature ther be. whether discoveries in art c 
or principle and truths that cannot be shake nd whatever discoveries are made 
he is conscious that they must all become subservient, and lend their aid to establish 
the principles of the church of Jesus Christ of Latter-de Saints. 

Book of Mormon, upon which so much ridicule has been thrown by the 
learned of the day, and which, in the estimation of their judgments is par eo 
unworthy of notice, will yet appear radiant with the power of divine that 
shall be manifest unto the nations, and it shall occupy no unimportant part in the 

ys; but not 
mighty poopie who 
a people who populated the western world; it has given evidence of thei 
wealth, their power, their magnificence, and the splendid cities which they raised 
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in their pride and J it bas also a history of their fall and terrible de- 
w its men have 
— se prove its truth—from the researches of i i 
yt her publication, down to the labours of Messrs. 
whens ike lock of hos ins of mi 


We are assured that there is now every — of a successful combination 
between scientific men in France and d for the purpose of 3 ex- 
ploring the ancient remains of countries which were flourishing in civilization 
A year ogo we eationed frmed be 
adh we mentioned a scientific commission formed here, with the object 

or the provinces of Mexico and Central America, an exploring expe- 
should extend and complete the discoveries, so wonderful already, of 
—— This Transatlantic exploring scheme, which at first was but 

of some devoted to science, is now a matter of certain success, 


the first 


w — 3 Longsor and of Medinet-A 

cs of Longaor and of Madinet-Ab 
« Persepolis is and lona have exhausted neither the ardour nor the enthusiasm 

5 i has been searched in every corner, but much still re- 


deserted, formerly peopled and flourishing, where must be found sumptuous palaces, 
majestic sculptures, everything, in a word, that constitutes the necessary magni- 
— civilisation. 

What has already been discovered at Palenque, which has been called the Thebes 


art. — 4 vacuum which it is the object of the exploring commission to fill. 
It has no other object. It will be carried out by the simultaneous efforts of the 


French and English savans, accordi to the expressed by M. a se napa 
briand in that important work the Antiquities.’ This Transatlantic 
ploration, which will interest ia — minds, deserves the 


support necessary for realizing all the hopes that are attached to it by 
sous rays of light over the ancient destinies of the American continent.” 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE ISLAND OF TOOBOUI, SOCIETY — 


GROUP. 
September 17th, 1844. 


“now my husband — 


My Dear Wite I doubt not but you will say, 


thrown. 

We, therefore, rejoice much at the prospect of further labours being effected by 
ee the French and English savans, — — 
sible success, we wait the result of their explorations with much interest. 

Eprror. 
year. 

“ Never, it must be — — has there existed so great a disposition to 
form such societies for enterprises of this kind. At the present day archeological 

of 

bap- 
tism are sailors, and perhaps you will ask, did you rust 
answer, could you see them on their knees, and bear their humble petitions, and ~ 
with which they thank the Lord for so ordering events, that I have been so casually ; 
on this island, and have been instrumental in his hands of showing them the way of life 
and salvation, I doubt not but you would say, “there has been = great change wrought 
some how.” 
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I told you in my last, dated July 6th, I had baptised one; on the 22nd July I baptized 
nine more, four Americans, one Scotchman, and four Natives: two of them are the man aad 
wife with whom I live. On the 29th July, I proceeded to organize a branch of the church 
which we call the Tooboui branch of the church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints: (take 

cular notice) consisting of eleven members, all in good standing. 

On the 5th of August, I administered the sacrament ; for wine I substituted cocoa-nut 
milk, that was a pure beverage, which never had come to the open air till we broke the nut 
for that purpose. On the 8th of August, I baptized another. The inhabitants have 
recently held a meeting to regulate government affairs ; among other things, they resolved 
to build me a house; they seem determined on my staying here, notwithstanding I say 
much about the gathering. 

Were I to take up my residence any where out of the body of the church, I could not 
find, I believe, a more delightful spot than this; the climate is beautiful; never so cold as 
to have frost, though in July and August it is as cold as it can be, and not freeze ; January 
and February are the warmest months, though the heat is never so scorching as some da 
we have at home. ; 

There are only two objections to the Island; in summer the musquitos are innumerable, 
in the winter the fleas are equally plenty, but we have means to guard against them. 

Before I came here, King Tommatooah buried his wife; on the 14th of July I married 
him to Toupah, his Queen; he has been very friendly with me ever since I came here. 

ou will ask, how do you enjoy yourself so far from former friends and 
home answer, sometimes when I get to thinking about home I feel that I could leave 
all and return as quickly as possible ; a few evenings since I fell into such a train of thoughts, 
and told my brethren. I went to bed, fell asleep, and dreamed that I had deserted my 
post and got to Nauvoo; the people all knew I had left without counsel, and they treated 
me with coolness and neglect ; this mortified my feelings so much that I never thought of 
my family. I saw brother Young, he was busily employed in sending a company of elders 
to Europe; I felt an anxiety to go with them, but I had deserted one station, and they 
never intended to send me to another. I then thought I would go back to the one I had 
left, but I had no means to get back, or to help myself with; I thought my shame was 

than I could bear, and with these reflections I awoke. | 

It was sometime before I could make out where I was; at length I found myself in bed 
on Tooboui, and felt quite happy, I have been perfectly contented since. I have lived at 
Mattaoora since I came here till the 23rd of August. then removed to this place called 
Mahoo ; this is the place where we first landed. 

The second Sabbath after I came, the church came over to visit me, and I baptized seven 
more, all natives and heads of families. I administered the sacrament, and we felt that we 
were greatly blest. N 

Last Saturday a vessel came on the other side of the Island, and brother Hill sent me 
word she was from Tahiti. I started to see her,in hopes to get letters from my two 
brethren there; but when I found they had none, I was sorely disappointed and vexed ; 
I have never received but two letters from them since they left me here; there has been 
no less than eight vessels here going to Tahiti, and I have sent letters by them all, and 
brother Hill near a half dozen, and we get no answers; why it is we do not know, if they 
are not in the fault, we wish them to clear themselves. 

It is now a year since since I have heard ~ syllable from home, and three months since 
I have heard from the brethren at Tahiti. The last-mentioned vessel brought word that 
there were missionaries coming here from Tahiti and they would “ play hell” with me for 
breaking into their sheepfold. I returned to my place, told brother Hill if anything of 


importance transpired, to send me word. 

There came a runner before my morning service was ended, informing me that the mis- 
sionaries had arrived. In the evening came a letter that they had been on shore and given 
the poor Mormons a tremendous thrashing ; christened some infants, told all the lies they 
knew about brother Joseph and the church, and had gone on board again; that they were 
to be on shore the next day, and I must meet them. 

The next morning I went over, and found them in the house I had kept school in learn- 
ing the natives to sing. Brother Bowen was acquainted with them. I went in with my 
church, and was introduced to them; I reached out my hand, they said no, we do not give 
you the hand till we are better acquainted. I sat down where I could look them full in 
the face, which I did, as if they had been the first specimens of the human family I had ever 
seen. I had heard so much of their iniquity, I wanted to see how they looked; to me they 
looked guilty indeed! The fourth, by the name of More, is a hot-headed fellow 
the Mormons: he got so enraged the day before, he fairly danced about it. Howe at 

to me and very sanctimoniously remarked, I understand have come 
these Islands in the capacity of a preacher? I answered in the And 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE SOUTH SEAS. 59 


what do you preach? The sacred truths of the Bible, I replied. Said he, I suppose you 
are aware that many years ago the London Missionary Society established a mission here 
at a very vast expense; the whole stress was on the vast expense, the cost of translating 
the Bible, &c. Well, said I, and now are you opposed to having the Bible preached after 
ou have accomplished the translation ? esaid no; he had no objections to my preach- 
the Bible; but he understood I had another book I preached from. I told him it was 
a mistake, and went on to tell him what it was; a long dialogue ensued, in which they all 
questioned me on the fundamental principles of the gospel, and they had to drop several 
points they introduced for fear of trapping themselves; at length they told me they found 
no fault with me as far as the Bible was concerned, but the Book of Mormon they had read, 
and said it was a bad book. I told them to show me some specimens of bad doctrines in 
it; they turned to the place where it says, “ Adam fell that man might be,” they flounced 
y at that; I soon succeeded in proving it was not contrary to Bible doctrine. 
ell, they said they could find a worse place than that; so they turned to where it says, 
Adam had to know misery before he knew happiness.” This they spouted upon me in a 
rage. I referred them to the temptations of the Saviour, his sufferings, that he might be 
ected. What, said they, do you suppose all the angels in heaven knew sin before they 
ew happiness? As for all of them I could not say, but if the Bible is true we know 
some of them did; for John tells of one he saw who would not let him worship him because 
he was of his fellow servants the prophets. They did not know what to make of me; but 
I suppose they thought I was a dry bone to pick a dinner off any how. 

I then began to question them about their belief in the Bible, and the coming of the Son 
of God the second time; contrasted this with the dispensation of Noah, told them the 
world was now being warned, and the consequences that would ensue, if men did not give 
heed. I then raised my right hand towards heaven and called on all the heavenly hosts to 
witness the testimony I bore; that I knew brother Joseph Smith to be a good man and a 
prophet of the Lord; and I roared on them like a lion—I believe my eyes flashed, for I 
felt as if I could swallow them all at one mouthful. The spirit of the Lord rested upon 
me; it threw them into confusion, they knew not what to say. They finally told me as 
long as I preached the truth they would pray that I might be upheld, but if I preached 
error they should pray it might fall to the ground. Then, I said, our prayers will be 
united 


I let them have a Book of Mormon, a Voice of Warning, and O. Pratt’s pamphlet on 
finding the plates. I told them I was happy to see them manifest a better spirit: and 
reminded them how they had abused me and my cause the day before. This they attempted 
to deny, but I was able to prove it. They said brother Joseph was in jail for adultery. 
Brother Hill knew too many of their tricks to be fooled; he replied, if imprisonment was 
the penalty for adultery here, there are not many of you who would be at liberty to-day 
to my certain knowledge. They did not deny it, but one said there were many things they 
had cause to regret. 

We separated—they shook me by the hand with the cordiality of old friends. The 
natives felt hurt for me when they saw them at first refuse to shake hands with me. King 
Tommatooah told me not to lay it to heart, for they were going home to England, and 
would not return; and now is our time to supply them with missionaries. 

The natives took my part, and defended the cause with great boldness when I was not 
present. Brother Hill I have adopted in brother Hanks’ stead; he is one of the honour- 
able men of the earth—intelligent and kind. I have great reason to esteem him. My 
American brethren are all extremely kind, and willing to divide to the last with me. 

The native family with whom I live are much attached to me; where I go, they go, and 
where I stay, they stay; they consider all they have is mine. 

The woman was once married to a Boston ship carpenter ; he died, and this native man 
is her second husband ; they are good people :—while she lived with her first husband, she 
learned to make and mend shirts, wash, starchandiron. Sheis naturally ingenious. They 
all talk much of coming to America, and often ask where is the shipto goin? It is a spiri- 
tual feast to me to meet them in prayer meetings, and hear them pray for Brother Joseph 
and the church, and with all simplicity thank the Lord for sending me among them. 

When the brethren get their vessel done, which will bea year from this time, if we should 
not hear from you, we think of going to Columbia river, and so cross the Rocky Mountains 
Nauvoo. If you wish to know when 1 am coming home, you must ask Brother 

oung. 

I see nothing in the way of sending a host of elders—the islands all want teachers. 


Our long imprisonment on the Timmoleon (for I can never call it any thing else), served 
to form attachments among the passengers, which will be long remembered. Dr. Winslow 
and his wife treated me with great respect ; made me several presents—likewise the captain 
made me some presents—and told the young king if he did not use me well, he would come 


| 
} 


̃᷑ͤ 
had not means, I might draw on him at Tahiti, for any amount I wanted, and he would 
meet the demand: and if I could never conveniently refund it, he would give it to me. 
Mrs. Winslow is a superior woman. We parted with much friendship, and from Tahiti 
they sent me a long letter; that the wars there had thwarted their plans, that their goods 
were reshipped for the Sandwich Islands, and urged me to visit them there before I returned 
— 
Pro Lincoln, I understand, is baptized at Tahiti; he was one of our passengers, and a 

s man too. 

And now my dear family I must bid you adieu; could I get a letter from you, it would 
do me more good than all the letters I ever had in my life. I = 
when all is still and silent but the distant roar of the breakers —— hes 
— — sand beach that the island, and 
gaze upon the broad ocean that separates us, mind is wafted to Nauvoo, to m 
and fireside ; tho hoger has grim death made any 
there ? ted for you to tho ewe of hen 

Father when I left you, and when I have done so, I have never been ted. 

—ꝙJU— —ä—— 
is the prayer of your affectionate husband and father, 
Appison Prarr. 


To Mrs. Louisa Pratt, Nauvoo, 


iit 


ADDRESS TO THE PRESIDENTS OF CONFERENCES, BRANCHES, AND ALL 
OTHERS WHOM IT MAY CONCERN. 


Brethren,— Being aware that one or more followers of the apostate Sydney 
Rigdon have landed in England for the purpose of p „ heresy, nll of ovens 
throwing and putting down what they term Mormonism, we feel it our duty to apprise you 
of the same, and to place you on your guard as shepherds of the flock, that you may be 
enabled to watch carefully over your charge, and prevent the wolf from making any inroad 


70 individual that has landed gets himself introduced to u meeting as an elder of the 
church, and thus obtains permission to speak. Now we wish to make all aware of their 
duty in such a case. No stranger has a right in any meeting to get up and address the 
assembly, whether he ie follower of Rigdon or not, until he has first presented his 
credentials, and they are ved of, and he then obtains the consent of the president of that 
meeti pty: understand the law of the land in relation to the same, in 
order may protect one from imposition. If you are assembled in your 
fas the laws of 

heads of the church as must necessarily be, or otherwise they would have no plea for the 
en orming the task of him whom they serve, who was 
an accuser from the make a boast of power of the spirit in their midst, 
and of the abundant — witch they nfm as following the believer. 

This we can easily credit, as in the history of the church for the last fifteen years we 
have had to record more instances than one, where false spirits have made an inroad into 
the churches when the Saints were young and inexperienced, and knew not how to detect 
the same; and where the manifestations of a supernatural power have been seen to a 
frightful extent, when instead of the spirit of the prophets being subject unto the prophets, 
the prophets have been subject unto it. But let no man deceive you, brethren; you have 
not so long laboured to build up the kingdom of God, by to erect the houses of 
the Lord, and to gather unto Zion, as to be turned away from the end of all your long 


Beloved 


. among y 
but of the providential publication of tho Beech of elder Orson Hyde 


cannot 


— 
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cherished hopes, in orc > follow the career of Sydr Ligdon. 

We would say a word or two with regard to your treatment of the persons alluded to 
as they come along. You cannot by any means assist to feed, cloth, or shelter them, or to 
bid them God speed, without acting in direct opposition tothe mind and will of God. We 
exhort you therefore, to give no heed whatever to them, save to prevent them from intrud- 
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on the subject, which, certainly to every reasonable person, will give abundant satisfaction 
on the subject of the claims of Mr. Rigdon to any authority in connexion with the Church 
of Christ. We recommend the same to the perusal of every one, not only for the subject on 
which it treats, but also for the doctrine of an interesting and ve nature which it 
contains. 

Finally, we shall conclude these remarks with an extract from the Speech of elder Orson 
Hyde :—* I would caution all the Saints to pray that the Rigdonites may be kept far from 
their midst; * * No city, place, or town, will prosper where they are 
located. * * * But a prophecy I will here deliver in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, that the hand of God shall be against the place where they dwell; 


and that, too, independent of the agency of any mortal being.” 


Latter⸗day Saints Millennial Star. 


AUGUST 1, 1845. 

As time progresses onwards, so do events thicken around us; and mark, beyond 
mistake, the hour in which we live. On the American continent the fires are past 
enumeration, while storms of lightning and hail add to the devastations that are 
poured upon the land. The accounts just arrived by the “ Acadia” steamship, 
inform us of another most disastrous fire in Quebec, no fewer than three thousand 
houses have been destroyed, while the value of the property destroyed is perhaps 
fully equal to the former fire. 

Amid the events of the last days it will be necessary for the Saints to look well 
to their steps, for trials of their faith and fortitude will continually surround them. 
Temporal misfortunes, distresses, and calamities will thicken on every hand, and 
especially among the Gentile nations; and he that is not found to stand simply 
upon the sure principles of eternal truth, will find his foundation but very 
uncertain. 

We would reiterate the counsel given in another part of our STAR respecting 
apostates, and exhort the Saints to give heed to the advice given in the speech of 
elder Orson Hyde on the subject. We are quite conscious that neither apostates 


nor any other can retard the progress of the kingdom of God, or inflict upon it any 


permanent injury; yet the weak and the fearful may for a time be overcome by 
the subtlety of the enemy, and unto such we more particulary address ourselves. 


We think that our present number will be found interesting to our readers, the 
news from the South Seas is of a very interesting and encouraging nature; while 
we have also the pleasure of stating that a brother had, a considerable time since, 
organized a church of nine members in New South Wales. | 

The news relative to the affairs of the church in America generally, and in 
Nauvoo, is of the most interesting nature. Both in the east and the west the work 
is rolling on, and many are added unto the church, while in Nauvoo the Saints are 
labouring indefatigably to complete the Temple of the Lord. 

Let the Saints make religion an individual concern, as we have exhorted them 
heretofore, trusting in the Lord; and the integrity of the principles of truth, and 
their reward shall be great in the kingdom of our God. 


— —— 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


Volcan Eruption in THE MEDITERRANEAN.—Captain Caithness, of the English brig 
Victory, laden with patent fuel, from Newcastle, bound to Malta, where she arrived on the 
20th June, reports that on the 18th idem at half-past 9, p. m., (having been at noon, from 
observations taken by two chronometers, in lat. 36.40.56., and long. 13.44.36), both the top- 
gallant mast and the royal mast went suddenly over the side, as if by the effects of a sudden 
heavy squall, though there was not at the time the least appesrance of a squall or bad 
weather of any kind; at half-past 11 it came on to blow hard from the S. S. E. to S. E., and 
all hands were sent up to reef the topsails, when, all of a sudden, it fell dead calm, and the 
crew, as well aloft as on deck, could scarcely breathe from the sulphurous exhalations, dust of 
sulphur, and the intense heat which prevailed. The ship laboured considerably all the while, 
and at a distanve of about half a mile, three immense balls of fire were seen to issue from 
out of the sea, and remained visible for about ten minutes. Another heavy squall shortly 
— 8. S. E., and soon carried the ship out of the hot into a cold current 
of * 

ConFLaGRATION aT Su rRNA. — Another awful calamity by fire has occurred. 
On the 3rd of July, at about six, p. m., a fire broke out in a barber’s shop at Smyrna, which 
aided by the high wind that prevailed, was not extinguished until it had reduced to ashes 
as many as 7000 houses, embracing the whole of the Greek and Armenian quarter and the 
Dutch consulate; and it is reckoned that the loss of property will amount to 2300, 000 
sterling. 5000 souls are thrown out of their habitations, and the misery that prevails is 

ond all conception. Entire families, from a state of affluence, have been reduced to 
misery and destitution. Up to the 9th, the charitable had come forward with aid to 
the extent of £1,000, and this amount would, it was hoped, be trebled by the evening of 
the 10th, but still it will not go far towards alleviating the misery that prevails. A sup- 
plement of the Smyrna Impartial contains the following :—“ The fire broke out in a low 
cook-shop. Having broken out in one of the closest and most inflammable portions of the 
town, and being’ assisted by a strong north wind, it spread with amazing rapidity in all 
directions. There was no stone-building in the vicinity to arrest it. The terror was gene- 
ral. The fire proceeded in one direction, as far as Tabachana, sweeping away in its 
all the Armenian ang some small bazaars. Those of the manufacturers of cloth are saved. 
On that side it reached several large taverns, where an enormous quantity of spirits gave 
it fresh force. All the Kenouria-Machala, and the streets which abut on it—Moscov, 
Sokaki, Abraham, Hopitaux, &c., were soon a prey to the flames. Then passing into the 
Hadigstan, it opened into the Frank quarter, and there united with the other column of 
fire which ran down the Khan de Madame. Owing to the exertions which were made at 
the place Sponty, and to the enormous walls which surround it, the fire was at length 
mastered at a moment when Roses-street was in great danger. The remainder of the 
Frank quarter was saved. Thirty houses in this quarter, with their shops, the hospital of 
St. Anthony, three-fourths of the establishment of the Sisters of Charity, the church and 
school of the Armenians, Muelem taverns, several khans containing merchandise, furniture, 
&c., 4000 houses, and a great number of shops, were destroyed. The fire lasted seventeen 
consecutive hours. 


THE CRUCIFIXION. 


City of God! Jerusalem, 
y rushes out thy living stream ? 
The turban'd priest, the hoary seer, 
The Roman in his pride are there! 
And thousands, tens of thousands, still 
Cluster round Calvary’s wild hill. 


j Still onward rolls the living tide, 
There rush the bridegroom and the bride; 
Prince, beggar, soldier, Pharisee, 
The old, the young, the bond, the free; 
The nation’s furious multitude, | 
All maddening with the cry of blood. 


2 
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Tia glorious morn ;—from height to height 
Shoot the keen arrows of the light ; 

And glorious, in their central shower, 
Palace of holiness and power, 

The temple on Moriah’s brow 

Looks a new risen sun below. 


But woe to hill, and woe to vale! 
Against them shall come forth a wail : 
And woe to bridegroom and to bride! 
For death shall on the whirlwind ride : 
And woe to thee, resplendent shrine, 
The sword is out for thee and thine. 


Hide, hide thee in the heavens, thou sun, 
Before the deed of blood is done ! 

Upon that temple’s haughty steep 
Jerusalem’s last angels weep ; 

They see destruction’s funeral pall 

Black’ning o’er Sion’s sacred wall. 


Like tempests gathering on the shore, 
They hear the coming armies’ roar ; 


They see in Sion’s halls of state, 
The Sign that maketh desolate 

The idol-standard—pagan spear, 

The tomb, the flame, the massacre. 


They see the vengeance fall; the chain, 
The long, long age of guilt and pain: 

The exile’s thousand desperate years, 
The more than groans, the more than tears ; 

Jerusalem, a vanished name, 

Its tribes earth’s warning, scoff and shame. 


Still pours along the multitude, 
Still rends the Heavens the shout of blood; 
But in the murderer’s furious van, 
Who totters on? A weary man; = 
A cross upon his shoulders bound— 
His brow, his frame, one gushing wound. 


And now he treads on Calvary. 

What slave upon that hill must die ? 
What hand, what heart, in guilt embrued, 
Must be the mountain vulture’s food ? 
There stand two victims gaunt and bare, 

Two culprit emblems of despair. 


Yet who the third? The yell of shame 
Is frenzied at the sufferer’s name. 

Hands clenched, teeth gnashing, vestures torn, 
The curse, the taunt, the laugh of scorn, 

All that the dying hour can sting, 

Are round thee now, thou thorn-crowned king ! 


Yet cursed and tortured, taunted, spurned, 
No wrath is for the wrath returned; 
No vengeance flashes from the eye; 
The sufferer calmly waits to die; 
The sceptre-reed, the thorny crown, 
Wake on that pallid brow no frown. 
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At last the word of death is given, 

The form is bound, the nails are driven; 
Now triumph, Scribe and Pharisee ! 

Now Roman, bend the mocking knee! 
The cross is reared. The deed is done. 
There stands Mzssian’s earthly throne | 


